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German Revolution Summer 1918

➔ August 1918 French and British 
Break through on Western Front.

➔ September 24 Austria- Hungary 
capitulate.

➔ September 29 Ludendorff suddenly 
informs Kaiser Wilhelm that the war 
is lost, he better contact the 
Americans for terms of cease fire.

➔ Why the Americans? The Fourteen 
Points had been published in 
January 1918.

➔ Wilson had demanded that 
governments should be 
democratic before he would indulge 
in any negotiations.

➔ This is why the immediate effect of 
the military failure will be political 
changes.

Erich Ludendorff 1865 - 1937



  

German Revolution October 1918

Prince Max von Baden.

➔ Max von Baden is appointed 
Chancellor and in charge of 
forming a democratic government.

➔ He includes the Social Democrats 
in the government.

➔ Respected by both Generals and 
Workers.

➔ The most difficult question is – 
WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH 
WILHELM II?

➔ Communicates with Wilson during 
the month of October.

➔ Wilson will demand complete 
surrender before negotiating.

➔ Wilson makes the Germans think 
that it is better if the government 
is democratic.



  

German Revolution Kiel Mutiny

➔ October 29 1919 a mutiny takes 
place in Kiel.

➔ Some 40 000 sailors revolt and 
disobey orders.

➔ Revolutionary committees and 
councils are formed.

➔ The rebellion spreads through out 
the country.

➔ Signals to others that a Revolution 
has started.

➔ We must remember what happened 
in Russia 1917.



  

German Revolution 9 November.

➔ The Mutiny in Kiel spreads to 
Berlin.

➔ On the evening of the 8 november a 
Communist revolution and taking of 
power takes place in Munich.

➔ The social democrat Philip 
Scheidemann proclaims a republic.

➔ This causes the communist Karl 
Liebknecht to proclaim his socialist 
republic.

➔ And that leaves Hindenbirg with no 
alternative than to inform the Kaiser 
that he no longer has the support of 
the army.

➔ In the evening the Kaiser abdicates.



  

German Revolution 11 November.
➔ When the Kaiser abdicates an power 

vacuum is left.
➔ On the 11th November at 11 

o'clock the cease fire is signed.
➔ With what authority?
➔ This will give the growing ground for 

the idea about the stab in the back.
➔ Germany has to sign a complete 

surrender and an unconditional 
capitulation if they don´t agree to 
the terms the war will continue.

➔ On the evening of the 9th november 
the following report is left to the 
government in Berlin.
9 AM Serious riots in Magdeburg.
1 PM Threat of riot and rebellion,the 

entire 7th army.
5 PM Halle and Leipzig red. In the 

evening Düsseldorf, Halstein , 
Osnabrück, Lauenburg red; 
Magdeburg, Stuttgart, 
Oldensburg, Braunschweig and 
Köln all red.
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